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Sessions overview

Session type
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Round tables

Session theme

Guidelines for sessions

Call for sessions (closed)

Specialist sessions

S-CUL-1 - Religious Guides to Urbanity

S-CUL-2 | Narco�c Ci�es: Discourses, Strategies and Imaginaries around
Urban Drug Use a�er 1945

S-CUL-3 | O�oman Cultural Mobili�es: 19th Century Modes of Travel,
Collec�ng and Display

Spokesperson: Belgin Turan Özkaya, Middle East Technical University

Co-organizer(s): Semra Horuz, TU Wien - Istanbul Bilgi University

Keywords: 19th century O�oman Empire - Tanzimat | O�oman Travel
Cultures – Museology in the O�oman Empire | Collec�ng and
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displaying in the late O�oman Empire

Time period: Premodern period (covering more than one period)

Topic(s): Architecture and urbanism | Art

Study area: More than one con�nent

Short abstract:

Stressing the contextual and conceptual aspects, this session aims to
discuss the O�oman par�cipa�on and response to the interna�onal
19th century culture of travel, collec�ng and display. It par�cularly
focuses on the mobility and circula�on of people and objects around
O�oman and connected contexts; O�oman encounters and exchanges
en route; the journeys of intellectuals, collec�ons and archives in the
late O�oman Empire.

Session content:

From the 18th century onwards, the O�oman state ins�gated major
transforma�ons a�er overtly facing the fact that the imperial glory of
the past could not be restored solely with military reforma�ons.
Throughout the 19th century, technological developments and
intellectuals’ awareness of social transforma�ons incited
unprecedented cultural mobili�es. The vibrant modes of Tanzimat
reforms ushered in an impetus to understand Europe systema�cally on
both governmental and public levels. Forged by the ever-changing
transporta�on infrastructures, vital urban milieu and novel
understanding of history, O�oman intelligentsia embarked on solo
journeys, pored over European ci�es, published accounts, created,
displayed and circulated personal archives and collec�ons.
Concurrently, vocal press culture became an essen�al engine of
knowledge produc�on and discussion on grand concepts such as
progress and heritage, tradi�on and civiliza�on. All these prac�ces
were pivotal for the forma�on of spaces that frame and exhibit the
past effec�ve in the emergence of the modern museum and the
concep�on of the fields like urban planning, architecture and
archeology.

Stressing the contextual and conceptual aspects of these ac�vi�es and
forma�ons, this session welcomes researches on O�oman
par�cipa�on and responses to the interna�onal 19th century culture
of travel, collec�ng and display. It par�cularly focuses on the mobility
and circula�on of people and objects around O�oman and connected
contexts; O�oman encounters and exchanges en route; the journeys
of intellectuals, collec�ons and archives in the late O�oman Empire. In
addi�on to the bureaucra�c a�empts and ini�a�ves of the capital,
personal imageries, recep�on and appropria�on of various locali�es,
stories of archeological and architectural pieces as well as those of
non-professionals, interac�ons between locals, foreigners, dile�an�
and experts are some of the tracks that might be explored.

In the scholarship there is a clear subordina�on of 19th century
O�oman cultural mobili�es to the bureaucra�c transforma�ons and
diploma�c concerns. The aim here is not to disregard such
interconnectedness and the dependence of cultural policies to poli�cal
missions but pay a�en�on also to the movements of artefacts and
people. Rejec�ng essen�alizing opposi�onal construc�ons of the East
and West but also chauvinis�c counter arguments that lose sight of
the obvious asymmetrical rela�ons, failures and constraints, the
purpose is to discuss ways for analyzing 19th century O�oman
transforma�ons via a transna�onal paradigm.
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