Lead Archaeologist: Irag Emergency Heritage Management Project Middle
East Full time Fixed Term - 4 Years £43,423 per annum (C5C)

The British Museum seeks to employ two experienced Middle Eastern field archaeologists to direct a
high-profile training programme for Iragi cultural heritage specialists. The programme will deliver
mentoring and training in advanced archaeological field techniques, supplementing the skills of the Iraqi
archaeologists and curators to document and stabilise sites damaged as a result of conflict or deliberate
destruction.

The programme will build on many years of collaboration between the British Museum and our
colleagues in Iraq, demonstrated by the Museum's response to the damage to Iraqi cultural heritage as a
result of the last conflict in the region.

Key areas of responsibility:

Lead the Iraq Rescue Archaeology Project, involving a three-month training period in the British
Museum followed by an equivalent period of fieldwork training in Irag.

Commission and direct two 3-month archaeological fieldwork seasons each year to take place in
secure areas of Iraq.

Identify suitable participants for the training course in collaboration with the Iraq State Board of
Antiquities and Heritage.

Manage ten trainees (lraqi archaeologists, curators or other specialists) a year over four years.

Develop and deliver training in the British Museum in advanced archaeological field techniques,
data retrieval, forensic procedures, imaging, research and other technical and soft skills relating to
'rescue archaeology'.

Obtain permits for and risk assess suitable sites together with local and national authorities in
Irag.

Specify and procure the range of equipment that trainees will need to complete the fieldwork
element of the course (to be granted to their source institutions in Iraq on completion).

Oversee the visa applications, and travel and accommodation arrangements for course
participants

Complete fieldwork reports.

Contribute to reports on project process, risk, issues and budget.

Person Specification:

The successful candidate will have a postgraduate degree in Middle Eastern archaeology, with
preference given to a Mesopotamian specialty. You will be an internationally recognised field director
with established track record and experience of teaching or training. You will be able to communicate in
Arabic.



About the British Museum:

Founded in 1753, the British Museum's remarkable collection spans over two million years of human
history and culture. With over 6 million visitors in 2013, the Museum is the top visitor attraction in the
UK, and its world-famous collection includes the Rosetta Stone, the Parthenon sculptures, and Egyptian
mummies.

The Museum is an equal opportunity employer, supports a diverse workplace and offers a competitive
benefits package including:

Membership of the civil service pension scheme
Generous annual leave allowance

Free entry to a wide range of museums and exhibitions
Interest-free season ticket loan

Child care voucher scheme

Professional & personal development opportunities
Employee Assistance Programme

Discounts on food and gift shop purchases

If you are a positive individual, passionate about the Museum and would like to know more about this
exciting opportunity, please visit the website for further information and details on how to apply.

https://www.britishmuseum.org/about us/jobs.aspx
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