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Theme:  
Highbrow, Lowbrow, No-brow: Research and Aesthetic Values in 
the Humanities 
 
The HERA conference peer review program committee invites proposals for presentations at 
the 2019 conference. The program committee’s theme is designed to incorporate any and all 
possible connotations. Our understanding of the tensions and implications of the “highbrow-
lowbrow” continuum have existed for as long as the humanities. Although the terms are first 
associated with the 19th century, connotations of the humanities as possessing elevated, elite, 
upper class, or even sanctified religious ritual, intellectual, or cultural endeavor may be traced 
back to ancient times. Similarly, aspects of the humanities variously characterized as being 
lowly, crude or ordinary, lower class, or even pagan, anti-intellectual, or low class may also be  
traced back through the ages. Used widely in a vast variety of humanistic disciplines, the 
understanding and attribution of aesthetic values finds expression in terms that evoke the 



opposition between elevated treatment of the humanities and lowly derogatory devaluations. 
 
Are such oppositions necessary or even useful? If so, how? Should there be an inclusive 
approach to aesthetic values in the humanities? If so, how might value be ascribed? Are the 
humanities not engaged in all pursuits and expressions that represent humanity? The HERA 
conference program committee calls for disciplinary and interdisciplinary submissions that 
explore the stress points and continuities that inhabit the modes of ascribing aesthetic value in 
the humanities–from highbrow to lowbrow to no-brow. We call for papers that explore continuity 
and change, form and function, courage and fear, voices and unspoken presences from any 
individual fields of study or their connections. The 2019 HERA Conference theme is intentionally 
seeking disciplinary, interdisciplinary, and multi-disciplinary scholarship and creative work. 
At a time when the humanities themselves are threatened and often devalued, such 
explorations are not only a testament to the essential role of the humanities in culture, they are 
crucial to our importance and our survival. 
For 2019, HERA continues the HERA Undergraduate Research Prize, a prize of $1,000 
awarded to the best undergraduate conference paper (or divided among a panel of papers), 
sponsored by an attending professor (with a $500 prize awarded to the professor). See HERA’s 
website for more details. Creative presentations, readings, and exhibitions are also welcomed.  
 
Submissions are encouraged from educators at all levels (including undergraduate/graduate 
students) as well as all those with an interest in the arts and humanities. Proposals for papers, 
panels, or workshops (150-200 words) must be submitted through the conference submission 
portal on the HERA website at www.h-e-r-a.org.  
 

Questions may be directed to the conference organizer, Marcia Green 
(mgreen@sfsu.edu) Presentation time for individual papers is limited to 15-20 
minutes. 

Deadline for submission: no later than January 24, 
2019 

The Wyndham Hotel Philadelphia Historic District has a special rate of $149 for conference attendees. 
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