
Research Associates in Syriac 

Closing date : 06/08/2015 

Reference : HUM-06639 

Faculty / Organisational unit : Humanities School / Directorate :  School of Arts, Languages and Cultures Division : - Employment type 
:  Fixed Term Duration : 1 December 2015 to 30 November 2019 Location : Oxford Road, Manchester Salary : £30,434 per annum 
Hours per week : Full time 

The John Rylands Research Institute was established in 2013 as a unique partnership between The University of Manchester Library 
(one of the largest academic library services in the UK) and the University¹s Faculty of Humanities. Its activity extends across all the 
University¹s faculties and is truly interdisciplinary. The Institute aims to uncover, explore, unravel and reveal hidden ideas and 
knowledge contained within our world-leading Special Collections. Digital image capture and analysis is a key research area of the 
Institute, helping it to unlock this research potential. We are creating an international community of scholars and researchers across 
many disciplines, to support research and to bring this information to the wider academic community and public. 

The Institute¹s Director has recently received funding for a large-scale (£1m) project entitled ŒThe Syriac Galen Palimpsest: Galen¹s 
On Simple Drugs and the Recovery of Lost Texts through Sophisticated Imaging Techniques¹. 

We are seeking to recruit two Research Associates who will be part of a team comprising the principal investigator (Professor Peter 
E. Pormann) and two co-investigators (Dr Bill Sellers and Dr Siam Bhayro). You will be supervised by Professor Pormann and Dr Siam 
Bhayro. As Research Associate to this project you will identify and transcribe under text of the SGP, analyse the text with reference 
to British Library manuscripts and Greek versions, disseminate your findings by means of presentation and publication and assist the 
Principal Investigators in organising workshops and conferences. You will also be expected to play an active role in the Institute, such 
as attending and contributing to seminars and lectures. 

You will have a strong command of Syriac and Greek, a doctorate and proven track record of research in the field of Syria Studies 
and previous experience of reading Syriac manuscripts. You will also need excellent interpersonal and communication skills, be able 
to prioritise and manage your own workload meeting deadlines where applicable, be able to work independently and as part of a 
collaborative team. 

As an equal opportunities employer, we welcome applications from all suitably qualified persons. However, as black and minority 
ethnic (BME) candidates are currently under-represented at this level in this area, we would particularly welcome applications from 
BME applicants. All appointments will be made on merit. 

Enquiries about the vacancy, shortlisting and interviews: 

 

Professor Peter E. Pormann 

Email: peter.pormann@manchester.ac.uk 
Dr Siam Bhayro 
Email: s.bhayro@exter.ac.uk 
General enquiries: 
Email: hrservices@manchester.ac.uk 
Tel: 0161 275 4499 
Technical support: 
Email: universityofmanchester@helpmeapply.co.uk 
Tel: 01565 818 234 
Date of external posting:     Thursday 11 June 2015 
This vacancy will close for applications at midnight on the closing date. 
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