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The Giza Project and the Harvard Semitic Museum

Peter Der Manuelian (Director of the Harvard Semitic Museum)

Ambitious plans are afoot on several fronts. The Giza
Project just completed a 2-year, 1,000-hour endeavor to
replicate a royal chair found during the Giza Pyramids
excavations of 1925-1927. Only thousands of tiny
fragments remained of this chair upon its discovery, 90
feet underground, just to the east of the Great Pyramid of
Khufu. The unfinished burial chamber belonged to Khufu’s
mother, Queen Hetepheres (ca. 2500 BCE). Meticulous
documentation by Harvard University—Boston Museum of
Fine Arts Expedition director George Reisner allowed for

On the Origins of the SCA

Carl Lamberg-Karlovsky on the
beginnings of the Standing
Committee in the late 1970s
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Viking Studies at Harvard

Stephen Mitchell on recent
discoveries at the Viking site of
Tgnnesminde and the upcoming
2016 field school

restoration of much of the queen’s furniture on paper.
This elaborate chair, however, had never been
recreated physically until now. Using 3-axis milling
machines, real cedar, gold, and even faience tiles, the
chair is now on view at the Harvard Semitic Museum.

Other digital projects at the Harvard Semitic Museum
include the scanning by Alexandre Tokovinine last

Visiting the Krenma Oracle
Laura Nasrallah on the importance
of field visits in understanding the
Early Christian world
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Friends and Affiliates of the Standing Committee on Archaeology at Harvard
University:

Welcome to a new chapter in the Standing Committee on Archaeology (SCA) at
Harvard. This newsletter is the result of continuing efforts to integrate
archaeologists across Harvard through a transdisciplinary network of faculty, staff
and researchers who share a common interest in investigations of the past through
the various material records that provide insights on human history and social
change. The significance and value of understanding the relationships among
these material records in context inspires the name of this new bulletin: In Situ. We
aim to use this venue to highlight some of the many activities happening on
campus over the course of the year and identify many of the individuals who make
up the rich community of archaeologists across campus. Headlining this issue is a
report by Prof. Peter Manuelian, Director of the Harvard Semitic Museum at
Harvard and a member of the SCA on the recent activities he has been involved in
as museum director and Philip J. King Professor of Egyptology in the Departments
of Anthropology and Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations.

Also in this first issue we have a brief origin story of the SCA authored by C.C.
Lamberg-Karlovsky, Stephen Philips Professor of Archaeology and Ethnology. He
succinctly describes the several factors that precipitated the bringing together of
the Standing Committee, for which he would serve as the first chair. Over the
years, the standing committee has been responsible for regular talks and symposia
that bring together archaeologists to discuss and reflect on shared themes. This
year we sponsored four such events: three SCA sponsored talks and a special
roundtable discussion that focused on the topic of iconoclasm in the context of
cultural heritage, involving speakers and discussants from a variety of disciplines.
Each of these events was well-attended and helped integrate the disparate
archaeological interests at Harvard. They represent only a small fraction of the vast
array of archaeological events on campus this past year, however. Many other
archaeology talks and events were held throughout the year by the various
departments, museums, seminar series, classes, centers and initiatives that make
up our affiliates across the university. These events are listed on our calendar of
events, available on our redesigned website: (

This website provides a resource for you to keep abreast of the wide variety of
activities on campus related to our archaeology community. We keep an up-to-
date catalog of the upcoming and past events and the site also provides a list of
affiliated departments, centers, and museums, as well as a list of affiliated
individuals. The Standing Committee itself (listed on the left margin of this page) is
a rotating committee comprising a small fraction of the archaeologists at Harvard.
Two other members of our standing committee have contributed items to this
newsletter. Laura S. Nasrallah, Professor of New Testament and Early Christianity
in the Harvard Divinity School tells us about a recent visit with students to the
oracle at Kremna in Turkey, and Stephen A. Mitchell, Professor of Scandinavian and
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The Standing Committee on Archaeology is a multidisciplinary group of scholars appointed to promote the
teaching of archaeology at Harvard and advance knowledge of archaeological activity, research, fieldwork,
and techniques in the many and varied fields where archaeology is employed as an approach to past
cultures and histories around the world. Archaeology can be seen as the study of past human societies
through the recovery, analysis, and interpretation of material remains. Those who practice archaeology
employ a wide range of methods, techniques, and theoretical orientations drawn from across the
spectrum of academic disciplines to further their specific intellectual goals. Likewise, scholars of many
disciplines who do not consider themselves to be practicing archaeologists nevertheless use the results of
archaeological work in their teaching and research. Our members and students work in and with a wide
range of the museums and departments on Harvard's campus.

The Context for the Founding of the Standing Committee of Archaeology

C.C. Lamberg-Karlovsky (Anthropology)

The late 1970s and 80s brought significant changes to ~ ©objected, the President and Fellows adopted the policy.

archaeology at Harvard. The Standing Committee for
Archaeology was a factor in such change and played a
role in bringing about further change. | shall enumerate
these changes. They are not listed in chronological order

3. Recognizing that archaeological personnel and
resources were to be found in different museums and
departments in the University the Dean of the Faculty,

for almost all co-occurred.

1. President Derek Bok appointed Giles Constable the
Director of Dumbarton Oaks. The new Director had the
specific charge to bring the Pre-Columbian and Byzantine
programs at Dumbarton Oaks into more direct
collaboration with Harvard University — research
programs, funding, teaching, and publication were all
given a new direction. The Director of the Peabody
Museum and Byzantine scholars were to participate
directly on Dumbarton Oaks Boards. This was to have an
important and enduring impact on the museums and
departments at Harvard.

2. President Bok appointed a Museum Council whose
membership was to consist of the Directors of Harvard’s
numerous museums. A budget was allocated and
meetings were to be held monthly to discuss mutual
museum programs and problems. It was this Council that
formulated the policy for the acquisition of antiquities.
No longer could museums purchase objects from the
antiquities market. Although two museums initially

4

Henry Rosovsky, supported the notion that a Standing
Committee for Archaeology could be initiated. The
Director of the Peabody was charged with advancing
the petition to Harvard’s archaeological community.
The Semitic Museum, the Fogg Museum, and the
Department of Classics, with their considerable
archaeological cohorts, offered strong support.
The Museum Council discussed the issue and a
document was formulated and presented to the FAS
Faculty. It was voted upon and approved by a
substantial majority. The Standing Committee was born
with Professor Lamberg-Karlovsky as its first Chair.

4. | must mention the role of the Standing Committee
and the Museum Council in their strong support of the
Peabody Museum'’s initiating a program of excavation
at Harvard Yard. This proposal, submitted by the
Director of the Peabody, was approved by the President
and Fellows in the mid 80s.
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Harvard’s Viking Studies Field School at Sams@, Denmark
Stephen Mitchell (Scandinavian Studies)

Harvard Viking Studies Field School 2016

Harvard Summer School students work in small teams of three or four, excavating and
recording a single structure. The field school acquaints students with key aspects of
archaeological field-work in the South Scandinavian area, including: excavation, screening,
profile drawing, use of the TotalStation, 3D photography, documentation of features and finds,
field conservation of artifacts, and the analysis of excavated materials. The Field School is
directed by a team of archaeologists from Moesgaard Museum and the Department of
Archaeology at Aarhus University and forms one-half of the Viking Studies Program. The other
half of the program explores in depth the medieval narrative legacy of the Viking Age.

For more information: http://people.fas.harvard.edu/~samitch/Viking_Studies_Program/







Visiting the Oracle at Kremna, Turkey
Laura Nasrallah (Harvard Divinity School)

. Gregory Given and the New Testament Archaeology Program at Harvard)







Secondary in Archaeology

Henry Gruber (PhD student, Department of History)

The Standing Committee has developed a secondary PhD field in Archaeology at Harvard, enabling
graduate students working in fields as diverse as Religion, History or Chemistry to gain serious exposure to
the methods and materials of archaeological research. Henry Gruber, a PhD student in the Department of

History with a Secondary in Archaeology, has this to say:




